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OFFICERS PRESENT: David Dugan, President; Elizabeth Milner, Vice 
           President; Pat Hainley, Treasurer; Eric Norberg, Secretary 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Kelly, Seth Caddy, Eli Fabens, Grant 

Huling – and Jason Sturgill via ZOOM 
SMILE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Bob Burkholder, Priesh Krishna, 

Ed Nunez, Vikki DeGaa, Mariane Nolan, James Barta, E.I. Arnold, Lance 
Goldenberg, Tina Nunez Osterink, Dannelle Stevens, Kathy Parker, Drew 
Hansen, Ash Murray, Sarah and Jason Sturgill, Louise Curran, “Regan”, 
Nick Keith, David Schoellhamer 

GUESTS:  Portland City Councilor Olivia Clarke, Royal Rosarian Connie 
Shipley, D4C Program Manager Carl Hinds 

 
The May SMILE General Meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. by SMILE 
President David Dugan, who observed the presence of a quorum in the room – 
and asked that the three sets of minutes from the February 4th, March 4th, and 
April 1st SMILE General meetings should be reviewed now for later approval. 
 
President Dugan then proceeded with self-introductions around the room, after 
which he asked if there were any corrections to make or omissions to repair on 
any of the three sets of minutes under review.  Hearing none, he asked for a 
motion to approve all three sets of minutes as submitted.  Pat Hainley made the 
motion and Scott Kelly seconded it, leading to a vote for approval of all three sets 
of minutes, which proved to be unanimous in favor. 
 
Then Dugan introduced the featured speaker of the evening, Olivia Clark, who is 
one of the three new City Council members representing our District 4, and is also 
the Vice President of the Portland City Council this year.  She arose and said she 
would be reporting on the first months of our new form of city government – 
which has a Mayor, a City Manager, and twelve City Council members – three 
from, and elected by, each of the four Portland Districts.  She went on to tell how 
it all is working so far.  The new City Council immediately faced the need to cut 
$170 million in budgeted items to balance the budget this year.  She said she was 
personally disturbed by proposed cuts to the police, the fire department, and city 
parks.  She commented on the city’s street conditions (deteriorating), and the new 
road-repair fee the city that will be collected on water bills to address that; she 
also explained the new street fee that contractors with permits to dig up the 
streets to install infrastructure will be having to pay for street maintenance.  Then 
she went on to answer questions from those in the room – many of which had 
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bearing on the budgeting process, and the proposed budget cuts.  After answering 
all questions, she concluded her presentation. 
 
President Dugan then introduced the annual May SMILE Board Election tonight, 
and brought up to the front of the room Eli Fabens, a Board Member and the 
Chair of the SMILE Election Committee this year, and committee member Vikki 
DeGaa, to introduce the candidates signed up to run so far.  They were: 

• Vice President:  Suzanne Kruse 
• Treasurer:  Pat Hainley 
• Secretary: Eric Norberg 
• At-large Board Seat Candidates for the four open seats: Zack Duffly, Grant 

Huling, Michelle McCoy, and Melody Valdini 
 
Pat Hainley, Eric Norberg, Zack Duffly, and Grant Huling were all seeking re-
election, and each made a brief self-introduction.  Suzanne Kruse, Michelle 
McCoy, and Melody Valdini were not present, and President Dugan read a 
prepared statement from Suzanne Kruse, and then went on to read from our 
website the brief statements submitted by Michelle McCoy and Melody Valdini. 
 
After that, Eli Fabens asked if any SMILE member present wanted to throw their 
own hat in the ring for any of these positions – but there was no response.  
Consequently, the nominations were closed, with the balloting to begin shortly in 
person at this meeting, and for 24 hours online.  Our election was being overseen, 
and its implementation enabled, by a D4C representative present in the room, 
Carl Hinds, Program Manager for the District Four Coalition. 
 
President Dugan then led a warm round of applause for her years of service in a 
tribute to our Vice President of the past year – previously a Board Member, and a 
SMILE Committee Member – Elizabeth Milner, who had decided to step down 
from the Board, at least for the time being. 
 
D4C’s Carl Hinds then activated online voting – which, for the first time in years, 
featured only the same number of candidates as the number of available seats.  
The voting was to be closed online the 24 hours later, and the winners 
determined.  With no contested seats this year, it seemed likely that the entire --
announced slate would be elected – and indeed D4C later announced that that to 
be the outcome. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda, or offered from the floor, Pat Hainley began a 
motion for adjournment – but President David Dugan himself then formally 
announced the meeting as adjourned, at 8:50 p.m. 


