SMILE General Meeting minutes

Wednesday, March 4, 2026
SMILE Station

Main Website Procedural
http://www.SellwoodMoreland.org <<>> http://www.SMILErecords.org

OFFICERS PRESENT: David Dugan, President; Pat Hainley, Treasurer;
Eric Norberg, Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Kelly, Seth Caddy, Grant Huling (via
ZOOM)

SMILE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Stan and Brenda Scrutton (via
ZOOM)

GUESTS: Mark Lear, PBOT; Connie Shipley, Royal Rosarians

The March SMILE General Meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m. by SMILE
President David Dugan, who observed the lack of a quorum in the room — and
indicated that the minutes of the February 4th General meeting would be
reviewed if or when a quorum had been attained. If not approved tonight, they
will be presented again in March.

President Dugan then proceeded with self-introductions around the room. The
featured presentation for this meeting came next — a talk, accompanied by
PowerPoint slides, by Mark Lear of PBOT, on an “Alternative Transportation
Funding Report” prepared by the Portland Bureau of Transportation.

Scott Kelly, Chair of the SMILE Transportation Committee, arose to introduce
Lear. He pointed out that funding shortfalls at the City of Portland have been
publicized, recently, and that Mark Lear has just finished a series of Open House
meetings seeking “robust and inclusive community engagement about options”.

Lear — who is the Bureau’s Policy, Resources, and Partnerships Manger — began
by observing that the federal gas tax has not increased in 32 years, and that state
transportation funding has not kept up with inflation. He explained, also, that
PBOT receives very little Portland general fund revenue. Legislation to increase
fees and taxes to support transportation in Oregon passed the State Legislature
recently, but then was put on hold, pending a referendum by voters.

Streets are increasingly less safe, Lear said; and traffic fatalities and injuries are
unacceptably high. City pavements continue to deteriorate, and increasingly are
in poor or very poor condition. “The longer we wait to fix these things, the more
expensive it gets.” The Open Houses have presented for comment some new
funding options for PBOT, and also have sought the public’s priorities on which
repairs are most important and should come first.
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Lear then outlined four new funding options for PBOT, two of which seemed to be
the most acceptable, according to public feedback at the Open Houses.

The first is a “Transportation Utility Fee”, which could be administered through
Portland Water Bureau billing at very little extra cost. This fee is a common tool
in Oregon for transportation funding; 30 municipalities in Oregon have adopted
such a fee by action of their City Councils, and one more town by vote of its
people. Nine cities right here in the Portland area have such a fee.

The fee is based on “trips produced by property type”, and there is an established
low-income discount structure for such a fee. The regional average for the fee is
$12 per single family per month, and $8.40 a month in multifamily situations.
The corresponding average commercial fee in Oregon is $61 per month.

The other idea is a “street damage restoration fee”, to be paid by construction
firms trenching in the public streets under a city permit. Lear said “trenching in
the streets reduces the pavement’s useful life by over 60%.” Seattle, San
Francisco, and Los Angeles have adopted such a fee, he said — a tax on companies,
utilities, and contractors who excavate the streets.

The remaining two revenue ideas involved a tax on retail food delivery services,
and a tax on retail deliveries, but he remarked that there could be difficulties
involved with such taxes. He concluded by inviting suggestions and comments
from those present at this meeting.

With that presentation completed, Connie Shipley — who, representing the Royal
Rosarians, is the Chair again this year for the annual Milk Carton Boat Races in
June, at the Westmoreland Park Casting Pond — reported on the progress of
preparing, and planning for, this popular event this year, which is always the
official final event of the Portland Rose Festival.

There being nothing more offered from the floor, or on the evening’s agenda,
SMILE President David Dugan announced the meeting as being adjourned at 8:36
p.m.



