SMILE General Meeting minutes

Wednesday, May 7, 2025
SMILE Station

Main Website Procedural
http://www.SellwoodMoreland.org <<>> http://www.SMILErecords.org

OFFICERS PRESENT: David Dugan, President; Elizabeth Milner, Vice President;
Pat Hainley, Treasurer; Eric Norberg, Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Elaine O’Keefe, Grant Huling [via ZOOM],
Jason Sturgill, Bob Burkholder, Suzanne Kruse, Jim Friscia, Zack Duffly

SMILE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Vikki DeGaa, Scott Kelly, Diane Linn,
Eli Fabens, Chase Martin, Kelly Luzaria, Chris Loes

GUESTS: Connie Shipley, Hannah Drill, Carl Hinds

The May SMILE General Meeting was called to order at 7:42 p.m., by SMILE President
David Dugan, and he began by asking all those present to introduce themselves, around
the room, and those on ZOOM to do the same — and then asked attendees to review the
minutes of the last SMILE General Meeting on April 2nd, 2025. One typo was reported
and corrected. After the review, President Dugan asked if there were any more
corrections, and hearing none, asked if anyone present would vote against approval of
the minutes, or wanted to abstain. Since no one did, he announced the minutes as
having been unanimously approved.

Dugan then pointed out that the main order of business at tonight’s meeting was to be
the annual Board Election, held at the General Meeting each May. All four Officers were
up for re-election, and four (of the eight) two-year At-Large Board seats were also up for
re-election. (The other four will be up for election next May.) The incumbent officers
were all seeking re-election, but anyone interested can run against any of them. Two
incumbent At-Large Board Members were seeking re-election, and two were not.
Candidates were invited to run for all of the four At-Large Board seats. Two members of
the community had already stepped up to run for an At-Large Board seat: Scott Kelly
and Eli Fabens. David asked if anyone else present was interested in running for any of
the Officer or Board seats? No one else volunteered at this point.

Then Dugan invited the members of this year’s SMILE Election Committee up to take
the evening’s election process from there: Susanne Kruse (who served as spokes-
person), Vikki DeGaa, and Zack Duffly. Susanne began by introducing Carl Hinds from
Neighbors West Northwest (NWNW), our new City Coalition in District 4, who was
present to supervise the election; he explained that voting would begin at the end of the
meeting, and would be done online (although he did have a few paper ballots in case
anyone present wanted to vote that way), and he would activate the voting page on the
main SMILE website as the meeting ended. The voting would be open for 24 hours —
after which he would close the voting, tabulate the ballots, and announce the results.

Susanne Kruse explained that each of the currently-identified candidates would be given
up to two minutes for a brief introduction and statement on their interest in being
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elected to the all-volunteer Board of SMILE, starting with the four Officer seats: David
Dugan, Elizabeth Milner, Eric Norberg, and Pat Hainley made re-election statements.

David Dugan acquainted those present with the many contributions made to SMILE by
the two retiring Board Members, Bob Burkholder and Tracy Fisher — each received
warm applause for their service, from those present. Then the four candidates for the
open Board seats made their two-minute statements, incumbents first. Elaine O’Keefe
and Jason Sturgill spoke — and then Scott Kelly, followed by Eli Fabens.

The SMILE Election Committee again asked if anyone present wanted to be a last-
minute candidate for any of the eight open seats — and if anyone present did, they would
be given their own opportunity for a two-minute statement at this point. However,
there still was no response from anyone else wanting to be added to the ballot.

To conclude the meeting, and lead up to the start of voting at the end of the meeting,
there were a couple of agenda items. The first brought up Vikki DeGaa again, this time
to remind those present about the effort by a group of residents in the neighborhood to
establish a second neighborhood “street plaza” — a half block of street in the business
district that’s officially closed and used for informal gatherings. The first such plaza has
been successful in Sellwood, on the west side of 13th on S.E. Spokane Street, at Gino’s,
for quite some time. The second, after much discussion involving nearby businesses, is
now being proposed for the west side of S.E. Milwaukie Avenue on Claybourne Street in
Westmoreland. That block is “one way, east only” at present, and the proposed closure
would be from Milwaukie Avenue westward only half a block, to the driveway from the
small strip mall that is on the north corner. The remainder of the block would have to
be changed to allow two-way traffic in the resulting cul-de-sac.

But the first step in the process would simply be to paint a street mural on the pavement
at the proposed plaza location, before seeking more public input. That led to a public
contest seeking the mural design to be painted on the street — and tonight the winner of
that design contest was identified as Jennifer Brigham, and her winning design was
shown on the screen at the front of the room. It will be painted on that half-block of the
street soon by an all-volunteer crew of local residents.

Then Kelly Luzaria stepped up to announce the second annual Sellwood Community
House “Sellwood History Hunt”, a four-day “treasure hunt”, May 18 through 22, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Refer to the SCH website for more information on this.

Then Royal Rosarian Connie Shipley arose to remind those present to compete in, or
come watch, the Milk Carton Boat Races at Westmoreland Park’s historic Casting Pond
on Sunday, June 22nd, starting at noon (the preliminaries, for those racing the milk
carton boats, starts a couple of hours earlier). This is Inner Southeast Portland’s only
Rose Festival event -- no charge to bring the family and come cheer on the boaters.

Then Carl Hinds announced that the ballot had just gone live on the main SMILE
website, at 8:22 p.m. — and Pat Hainley moved the meeting be adjourned; Suzanne
Kruse seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously at 8:23 p.m.



