SMILE Board Meeting Minutes
April 16, 2025
at SMILE Station

Main Website Procedural
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OFFICERS PRESENT: President David Dugan [via ZOOM]; Treasurer
Pat Hainley; Secretary Eric Norberg

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Tracy Fisher, Elaine O’Keefe, Jim Friscia,
Suzanne Kruse, Bob Burkholder, Zack Duffly, Jason Sturgill

GUESTS: Vikki DeGaa, David Schoellhamer [via ZOOM], Scott Kelly, and a small
delegation from Llewellyn Elementary School

At the request of President David Dugan, who was present via ZOOM, Former President
Elaine O’Keefe called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m., and began by asking for a review
of the minutes of our March Board Meeting. After the review, Tracy Fisher moved the
minutes be adopted as presented; Bob Burkholder seconded; and the motion carried
unanimously.

The Election Committee for this year reminded the Board that it had only received three
candidate statements so far for the upcoming May annual Board Election, and four
Officer seats and four Board seats will be open. Those in those seats who plan to run for
reelection should file their candidate statements without delay. The election will be the
centerpiece of our General Meeting on Wednesday, May 7.

The agenda item about Llewellyn School was moved up to this spot in the meeting as a
courtesy to the two-person delegation from the school that was present to request that
the SMILE Board vote to support their application to Metro for a garden-oriented grant.
They were to present a possible letter of support for the Board to consider adopting,
written by SMILE Vice President Elizabeth Milner, which is incorporated into these
minutes by reference. They explained the proposed contributions by SMILE to this
project — which included a $300 donation, and the assistance of a SMILE committee.
When Elaine O’Keefe pointed out that SMILE cannot commit its committees to do
something, and a committee must make its own commitments, the delegation from
Llewellyn asked that SMILE wait on the vote on the letter until they’d had a chance to
revise it appropriately, and they retired to the rear of the room to make the revisions.

Next was an agenda item Zack Duffly had asked for, in which concerns about any
hardships that the recent national economic turmoil may have had on local merchants
could be discussed. Jim Friscia suggested that this is a topic that should probably begin
at the Sellwood Moreland Business Alliance (SMBA), which will next meet on the
morning of April 24 — but that SMILE could perhaps facilitate such a discussion. Elaine
O’Keefe said that SMILE could restart the “Shop Local” campaign which began during
the recent COVID-19 pandemic, since it seemed effective the first time around. Some
general discussion followed, with no further actions by SMILE at this time.
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The Llewellyn Elementary School delegation returned to the meeting at this point, and
described the revisions they had made to the letter that they wanted the SMILE Board to
adopt on their behalf, which David Dugan would sign, if is approved by the Board. After
the revisions were reviewed, Elaine asked for a motion to adopt the letter; Suzanne
Kruse moved it be adopted by the SMILE Board, and Tracy Fisher seconded the motion.
The motion carried unanimously.

The SMILE Land Use and Transportation Committees had produced lists of three
“priorities” each, at the request of our Portland District 4 Coalition. Scott Kelly, for the
Transportation Committee, listed priorities of adding curb extensions at critical
intersections; creating a public right of way for bicycles and pedestrians to and from the
west end of the Sellwood Bridge — at the moment those are both through the cemetery at
the west end of the bridge, and the cemetery has limited hours and is not happy with the
commuters passing through the cemetery all the time, and asks for a city alternative.
Third, the long-sought Reedway pedestrian/bicycle overcrossing bridge between
Westmoreland and Reed over the Union Pacific railroad tracks is still a needed priority.

David Schoellhamer, attending via ZOOM for the SMILE Land Use Committee, listed
the need for the city to reinstate the Neighborhood Contact Meetings with developers of
projects in our neighborhood; and the need for the city to reinstate the priority for the
“Main Street Overlay”. He added that his committee is putting in a lot of time on the
Sellwood Bluff 7-story two-block-long apartment house project on Milwaukie Avenue
between Ellis and Insley Streets, as a third priority.

Zack Duffly moved that the first two items on each of those lists be the ones to be
concentrated upon. Bob Burkholder seconded the motion — which, between these two
steps, had somehow become to combine the first two items into one, allowing the third
item on both lists to become the second. The motion carried with one “no” vote.

David Dugan reminded the Board that Saturday morning will be the SMILE Egg Hunt at
Oaks Amusement Park and that “all hands” on the Board are needed there to bring it off.
Elaine, Jason, Zack, and Jim, among others, confirmed they would be there.

Dugan also said that now that our lease on the Oaks Pioneer Church has officially been
extended by Portland Parks and Recreation, is it the wish of the Board to explore buying
our church, and the land it is upon, from PP&R? Elaine O’Keefe moved that SMILE
initiate talks with the city on that subject. Eric Norberg seconded the motion, and the
motion carried unanimously.

For the Events Committee, Jim Friscia announced there will be only six live local SMILE
Saturday summer concerts instead of seven, this year — plus the PP&R “Summer Free
for All” concert in Sellwood Park on Sunday, August 24. The other six SMILE concerts
on Saturday evenings will occur on the Moreland Presbyterian Church parking lot on
S.E. 19th just south of Bybee Boulevard, since we’ve lost the use of the Windermere lot.

Suzanne Kruse moved the meeting be adjourned; Pat Hainley seconded; and the motion
carried with evident unanimity at 9:03 p.m.



